United Nations {&&&/)¥ Nations Unies
N/

Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs

Statement of

John Holmes, United Nations Under-Secretary-General for
Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator,
on the 'Free Gaza' Flotilla Crisis

(New York, 31 May 2010): As Emergency Relief Coordinator, | condemn this dreadful
waste of life over a humanitarian issue. Whatever the truth about what happened, which
the full investigation called for by the Secretary-General should establish quickly, such an
incident should never have happened or needed to happen.

The blockade of Gaza by Israel has been unacceptable, unnecessary and
counterproductive from its beginning in 2007. It has worsened conditions of life for one
and a half million Palestinians, deepened poverty and food insecurity, prevented
reconstruction, and increased aid dependence by destroying livelihoods and economic
activity. It has helped only the extremists.

I call for this disaster to be the occasion for this collective punishment of the people of
Gaza to be lifted once and for all.

For further information, please call: OCHA-New York: Stephanie Bunker, +1 917 367 5126, mobile +1 347 244 2106,
bunker@un.org; Nicholas Reader, +1 212 963 4961, mobile +1 646 752 3117, reader@un.org; OCHA-Geneva:
Elisabeth Byrs, +41 22 917 2653, mobile +41 79 473 4570, byrs@un.org.

OCHA press releases are available at http://ochaonline.un.org or www.reliefweb.int

The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to mobilize and coordinate
effective and principled humanitarian action in partnership with national and international actors



